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1. Prelude 

2. “A thrush in the syringa sings” 

3. “Three Michaelmas daisies” 

4.  Interlude I 

5. “Stones trip Coquet burn” 

6. Interlude II 

7. At Briggflatts meetinghouse 



Four poems by Basil Bunting 

 

from 

 

Second Book of Odes 

1975 

 

 
A thrush in the syringa sings. 

 

‘Hunger ruffles my wings, fear, 

lust, familiar things. 

 

Death thrusts hard.  My sons 

by hawk’s beak, by stones, 

trusting weak wings 

by cat and weasel, die. 

 

Thunder smothers the sky. 

From a shaken bush I 

list, familiar things, 

fear, hunger, lust.’ 

 

O gay thrush! 

 

 

 

 
Copyright Basil Bunting 1978. Reprinted by permission of the estate of Basil Bunting and Oxford University Press. 

 Reprinted from Basil Bunting, Collected Poems (1978) by permission of Oxford University Press. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three Michaelmas daisies 

on an ashtray; 

one abets love; 

one droops and woos; 

 

one stiffens her petals 

remembering 

the root, the sap 

and the bees’ play. 

 



 

 

 

Stones trip Coquet burn; 

grass trails, tickles 

till her glass thrills. 

 

The breeze she wears 

lifts and falls back. 

Where beast cool 

 

in midgy shimmer 

she dares me chase 

under a bridge, 

 

giggles, ceramic 

huddle of notes, 

darts from gorse 

 

and I follow, fooled. 

She must rest, surely; 

some steep pool 

 

to plodge or dip 

and silent taste 

with all my skin. 



 

 

 

 

 

At Briggflatts meetinghouse 

 

 

Boasts time mocks cumber Rome.  Wren 

set up his own monument. 

Others watch fells dwindle, think 

the sun’s fires sink. 

 

Stones indeed sift to sand, oak 

blends with saints’ bones. 

Yet for a little longer here 

stone and oak shelter 

 

Silence while we ask nothing 

but silence.  Look how clouds dance 

Under the wind’s wing, and leaves 

delight in transience. 
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